St. Mary’s, Stoke D’Abernon
Second Sunday before Advent

15th November 2020

A Message from our Rector
A man who is preparing to leave on a journey entrusts his possessions to
his servants. He distributes his wealth among three servants,
apportioned to them according to their abilities. To the first he entrusted
five talents, to the second two talents, and to the third one talent. The
first two servants quickly set to work with their master’s money. The
third servant did not invest his master’s money at all; he dug a hole in
the ground and buried his master’s money. When the master returned,
the first two eagerly met their master, apparently delighted in the
opportunity to multiply their master’s money. Both were commended as
“good and faithful servants”; both were rewarded with increased
responsibilities in their master’s service; both were invited to share in
their master’s joy.
This servant came to his master with only the talent his master had
originally entrusted to him. He did not increase his master’s money at
all. In fact, if this were to take place today, that money would likely be
worth less, due to inflation. This servant offered a feeble excuse for his
conduct. He told his master that he was a harsh and cruel man, a man
who was demanding, and who expected gain where he had not
laboured. He contended that he was afraid to take a risk with any kind of
investment, so he simply hid the money, and now he returned it,
without any gain. The master rebuked this slave for being evil and lazy.
He took his talent from him, gave it to the one who earned ten, and cast
this fellow into outer darkness, where there was weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
We should carefully note the outcome of faithful service, and of
unfaithful service, in this parable. Faithful service led to increased
responsibilities in the kingdom of heaven, and eternal joy in the
presence of the Master, Jesus Christ. Unfaithful service led to
condemnation, the removal of one’s stewardship, and an eternity of
weeping and gnashing of teeth in outer darkness, away from the
presence of our Lord.

One must surely conclude that this parable is not just an interesting
story, but a message of eternal significance. Let us listen carefully then,
looking to God’s Spirit to enlighten our hearts and minds, and to
empower our service, to the glory of God and our eternal good.
Thoughts and prayers
Godfrey
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Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was
revealed to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of
eternal life: grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that
when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.
Amen

Easy Fundraising and Amazon Smile
Thankyou to everyone who has signed up to Easy Fundraising &
Amazon Smile and nominated St Mary's as your chosen
charity. Lockdown 2.0 means many of us are doing more online
shopping than ever, and particularly with Christmas shopping looming
you can help raise money for St Mary's at no cost to yourselves with
Easy Fundraising and Amazon Smile.

EasyFundraising

If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE. 4,400 shops
and sites (including John Lewis, Marks and Spencer, Argos, Boden,
Sweaty Betty and many others) will donate to us when you use
easyfundraising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to
you! Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so please sign up
& share today, just click on the following link.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryschurchsd/?invite=A
75X3B%26referral-campaign=c2s%26utm_campaign=admintrigger%26utm_content=srt

Amazon Smile

AmazonSmile customers can now support The Parochial Church Council
Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Stoke D'Abernon in the Amazon shopping
app on iPhones and Android phones! Simply follow these instructions to
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete
the process (nb you will need to enter The Parochial Church Council Of
The Ecclesiastical Parish Of Stoke D'Abernon to search for St Mary's as
this is what is entered on the Charities Commission)
It is important to note that you will always need to go into Amazon via
https://smile.amazon.co.uk when you are shopping, (not your usual
Amazon website), however it does seem to recognise any saved
wishlists.
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Parish Notices
As a direct consequence of the new Covid-19 national lockdown
measures starting on Thursday 5th November, it is with regret that again
we are obliged to close St. Mary’s Church for public worship.
There will be no communal services or concerts until further notice.
The church will be opened for Private prayer only from 10:00 -12:00 am
on Sundays and Thursdays.
Similarly, all exercise classes and other group activities which normally
take place in the church hall are suspended until further notice and the
hall will be closed.
Post, emails and telephone calls to the Parish office will be monitored
and responded to. Please address any general enquiries, in the first
instance, to: admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk
or Tel. 01932 866005
The weekly Parish leaflet will continue and be sent out on regular email
distribution to those on the electoral role and others who have
specifically requested it. Similarly, the St Mary’s website will be
updated to advise of any changes from the current situation.
The St Mary’s Chat WhatsApp Group, which was established during the
first lockdown, will continue to allow people to share their prayers and
thoughts. I will continue to post my personal messages, including my
Sunday message.
For those unable to access WhatsApp, my video messages are also
available on this Website Home page and my Sunday messages also
appear under Sermons on the Quick Links on this page.
We will continue with our regular postings of my video clips on Twitter
and Instagram, so do follow us on @StMarysstokedab

These items are particularly needed by the Foodbank at
the moment :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TINNED MEAT
TINNED FISH
PASTA SAUCE
SUGAR 500G (SMALL PACK)
NAPPIES SIZE 7, 6+ AND 6
BABY WIPES
TOILET ROLL
MALE DEODORANT
SHAMPOO
CONDITIONER

Lunchtime concert by Yehudi Menuhin pupils
The concert organised for 26th November with YMS
pupils is being rearranged for January 2021. The
final date to be confirmed.
If you have registered for the concert we will
transfer your name across unless we hear from you.
If you have not registered and would like to come,
please contact Polly on 01932 866005 or email her
at admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk

Please don’t forget the
Church is open for Private
Prayer every Thursday
and Sunday between
10am and midday. No
need to book.

