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How do you talk logically about an event so mind-boggling as the raising 

of a person from the dead, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ? Hollywood would 

use special effects to impress the viewer. Novelists would employ powerful 

prose. But the Scripture just tells the story of the disciples, both male and 

female, as they discover this unexpected and life-changing events. And the 

Scripture tells it simply, clearly, and convincingly. 

The historical perspective of the Resurrection is crucial to our Christian 

faith. Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians: 

"And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More 

than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified 

about God that he raised Christ from the dead... If Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile; you are still in your sins.... If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 

are to be pitied more than all men."  

(1 Corinthians 15:14-15, 17, 19) 

Each of the Gospel writers adds specific details to the story of the 

resurrection. Occasionally, it is hard to understand just how all these details fit 

together, though it is possible to harmonize them. For example, John doesn't 

mention the Roman soldiers who guard the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66; 28:11-

15) or the women who accompany Mary Magdalene to the tomb.  

 Mary moves towards the tomb of Jesus and grief consumes her heart. 

John reminds us of that in verse 1 when he comments, “It was still dark”. The 

sunrise had yet to happen, both physically and metaphorically. For Mary, in 

body and soul, “It was still dark”. 

       And she arrives at the tomb and, to her horror, the stone has been 

removed lifted out of the groove in which it had been placed. Mary is beside 

herself in fear and sadness. This is the final humiliation, the final betrayal by the 

authorities: what has Jesus done that they should treat him with such lack of 

respect? It was more than enough to have him arrested. It was more than 

enough to have him put on trial. It was more than enough to have him publicly 

flogged and tortured. It was certainly more than enough to have him crucified. 

But now it seemed that grave robbers have taken the body - and who wouldn’t 

bet their last denarius on the Roman authorities being behind this despicable 

act? 



      She runs off the tell Simon Peter and John the terrible news and she is 

convinced that Jesus’ body has been mistreated in death just as badly as it had 

been in life. 

      Simon Peter and John run to the tomb. John gets there first, he bends 

over, he peers inside – but he didn’t dare to go in. No such bashfulness with 

Simon Peter! He is always a man in a hurry, he reaches the tomb and goes 

straight inside and sees the linen cloths which had been wrapped around Jesus’ 

body. 

      For the first time, there is an indication that something very special has 

taken place. When Lazarus was raised from the dead, he came out of the tomb 

still wrapped in his linen cloths. But this scene is now looking very different. 

The cloths are neatly folded, the napkin for the head is in a separate place. This 

is a carefully laid out scene, designed to show the disciples and followers that 

something unique has taken place. 

 That uniqueness is what sets the Resurrection apart. It is that uniqueness 

that makes Christianity different. Mary Magdalene and the men on the road to 

Emmaus failing to recognise the Risen Christ. The Jesus who they previously 

knew is both there and absent. A fundamental change has taken place. The 

change is not to deny the reality of the Resurrection but to affirm that Jesus 

has risen into something new and his rising continues in the looking forward to 

the Ascension. 

  We have Mary Magdalene and those on the road to Emmaus failing to 

recognise the risen Christ. The Jesus whom they had previously known is both 

there and absent. A fundamental change has taken place. The change is not to 

deny the reality of the resurrection but to affirm that Jesus has risen into 

something new, and his rising continues in the looking forward to the 

ascension with all the post- resurrection appearances that witness to this new 

Jesus- this transformed Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 

the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.” 

“Do not hold on to me” Jesus said to Mary Magdalene. This could be 

also translated, “Do not cling to me”. Mary has to let go of her personal 

relationship with the physical Jesus and embrace the mystical presence that 

now inspires us as Christians today. 

As we will shortly declare as we renew our Baptismal vows; 



“Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; 

He was buried; 

He was raised to life on the third day. 

In accordance with the Scriptures; 

Afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

And to all the apostles: This we have received, and this we believe. 

Amen.” 

Jesus, our risen Saviour, true man and true God, our Lord, our teacher, 

calls us by name today. He calls us to follow him, to worship him, to trust in 

him. When Jesus calls us by name, and when we allow ourselves to recognise 

him as our resurrected Lord, then he comforts us. Jesus is the one who says, 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” No human being can 

say this, as only Jesus can say this, only Jesus can wipe away our tears from our 

eyes, because only he is the Son of God. He was crucified on the cross, and 

only he has risen from the dead. We are in the presence of the risen Lord 

Jesus in this church today! This is a reality, a fact—don’t mistake him for a 

gardener, but recognise him for who he is, Jesus, and he is calling us by our 

name! 

Amen. 

 

 


