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Message from Mary-Beth 

Ascension Day is one of the events we commemorate in Jesus’ life which can really feed 

our Christian faith.   

All you need to do is to look at any of the many beautiful paintings and icons which 

depict the Ascension.  

I remember a church where I had been a parishioner that had a lovely stained glass 

window right over the main altar showing the Ascension.  As He rose into the clouds 

toward heaven, Jesus’ robe was a brilliant white while his disciples looked upon him in 

adoration. I can’t remember how many times I gazed upon that window, feeling drawn 

to the majesty and power depicted in the glass.  Today, I can close my eyes and still 

picture it.  

Luke’s gospel is the only one in the Bible which actually describes the Ascension, 

something I find surprising considering how important it was.  Jesus often talked about 

returning to His Father during His earthly ministry. 

When we read the account of the Ascension, there is a very noticeable difference from 

gospel stories of other pivotal times in Jesus’ life.  This was the reaction of His disciples 

to the extraordinary scene they were witnessing—their Lord and Saviour leaving them 

to go to Heaven.  We would have expected them to be sad to part from Jesus.  He had 

only been with them a short time since His Resurrection and was now leaving them; 

they didn’t know when He would come back.  

But Luke tells us that, upon seeing Jesus disappear in a cloud toward heaven, the 

disciples worshipped him and were filled with joy; so much joy that this sustained them 

when they returned to Jerusalem to await ‘the power from His Father’ which Jesus 

promised them would come. 

How different from other extraordinary encounters in Jesus’ life!   

This began with His birth when shepherds were terrified when an angel appeared to 

them and announced the birth of the Saviour of the World.    
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Then there was the Transfiguration when Jesus took some of his disciples to the top of a 

mountain and they saw him literally transfigured.  His face shone like the sun and his robe 

turned a bright white.  Jesus stood before them.  His divinity manifested through a display 

of divine, supernatural light.  The disciples were mesmerised at first, but then fell on their 

faces in fear when they heard a voice from above declare that Jesus was the Son of God.  

Then there was the Resurrection, when Mary Magdalene looked into the empty tomb and 

began to weep. 

“Where have they taken away my Lord?” she cried with despair.  She carried on weeping 

until Jesus came to her and called her name. Then she realised who he was and the 

enormity of what had happened. 

I wonder why the disciples reacted so differently at the Ascension? 

I believe that this was, quite simply, because of the Resurrection. 

They now lived in a state of hope and trust in their Saviour.  

Jesus had proven He had conquered evil and death in the World, that He had fulfilled the 

promises of the Old Testament that God would send a Messiah to save the world.  They 

had seen the risen Christ and talked to Him.  

The Gospel says He had ‘opened their understanding‘ to truly comprehend the Scriptures. 

This understanding wasn’t just intellectual, but also spiritual and experiential.  The 

disciples truly believed that Jesus was God’s Son, and this gave them hope and trust in 

Him for the future.  Perhaps it was even a glimpse of what was to come at Pentecost, 

when they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.    

This year, may we all experience the certain hope of the Ascension,  

with the same joy and understanding as those who watched Jesus ascend to His Father.     

Blessings for Ascension Day! 

Mary-Beth 
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Church Services  

Sunday 1st May 3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

10.00am 

 

2.00pm 

Choral Eucharist 

Fr. Gerard Mee 

‘Carter’ Baptism 

Revd Renos Pittarides 

Sunday 8th May 4th Sunday of Easter 10.00am 

 

3.30pm 

 

6.00pm 

 

Parish Eucharist 

Revd Sandy Conway 

‘House’ Baptism 

Revd Renos Pittarides 

Evensong 

Jane Hiley,  

Warden of Readers 

Sunday 15th May 5th Sunday of Easter 10.00am Parish Eucharist 

Rt Revd Bishop Andrew 

Sunday 22nd May 6th Sunday of Easter 10.00am 

 

6.00pm 

Parish Eucharist 

Revd Mike Brancsombe 

Choral Evensong 

Revd Renos Pittarides 

Thursday 26th May Ascension Day 10.00am Holy Communion 

Revd Mary Beth Hawrish 

Sunday 29th May 7th Sunday of Easter/ 

Sunday after Ascension 

10.00am Parish Eucharist  

Revd  Rosemary Mason 
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Announcement:  

We are delighted to announce that Rev Phaedra Pamphilon Green has been appointed as 

Rector of St Mary’s Stoke D’Abernon, subject to DBS and medical clearance. She is 

currently Rector of Bletchingley and Nutfield in Southwark Diocese and we are hoping 

that Phaedra and her family might potentially be able to move during August, but details 

are yet to be confirmed, and Bishop Andrew will license her on the evening of Thursday 

15 September.           Ian Read and Sue Prentice 

Prayer for the Parish 
Dear Lord,  

We thank you for the gift of a new rector, Phaedra Pamphilon Green, for our church.  May 

she be a blessing to our Parish and may we be a blessing to her.  As we look forward to a 

new chapter for St Mary’s, keep us mindful of our mission of service as we await the 

arrival of Phe and her family. 

Lord, we pray for Your wisdom and guidance for our ministry together as we seek Your 

vision and inspiration in the months and years ahead.  Inspire us by your spirit of truth, 

compassion and grace, and give us renewed energy as servants and disciples of your son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.             

                Amen 

 

Ukrainian Refugees 

 

A meeting is to be held on WEDNESDAY 11th MAY at 11.00am in ST. ANDREW’S 

CHURCH, COBHAM to find out how residents of the area can help in welcoming refugees 

from war torn Ukraine. 

This meeting is being hosted by ‘ELMBRIDGE CAN’ and is open to everyone.  It is not 

necessary to book… just turn up. 

(The meeting will be recorded on ‘YouTube’ so if you are unable to attend please request 

a link.) 

[St Andrew’s Hall is also in use at the time so please expect parking to be at a premium!] 
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The Monthly Discussion Group and  

How it started. 

When we first came to Stoke D’Abernon in 1956, a Mission was taking place in the 

Diocese, and one of the outcomes was the formation of a Young Wives Group.  We met 

in the evenings in the village hall so that the Dads could  babysit! 

The activities ranged from talks on a variety of subjects, games and social evenings, and 

it was decided that it would be a good idea to have a discussion group led by one of the 

members.  Numbers have fluctuated over the years, but surprisingly, there are still three 

or four of us who have been with the group since the beginning.  Our aim is still to 

increase our knowledge of the Christian religion, and we have made tentative forays into 

other faiths.  Bible study plays a large part in discovering different aspects of our faith, 

and we use commentaries to help us interpret the complexities of the texts. 

The results encourage lively discussion and make us think more deeply about what we 

had previously taken for granted.  This is an ongoing process which is rewarding not only 

for the knowledge gained but for the sense of fellowship which develops.  There is 

always some new aspect to be explored. 

We have covered a wide range of books by a number of authors, such as, Basil Hume, 

John de Wit, Jane Williams and Angela Tilbury. 

At the moment we are studying St Matthew’s Gospel with a commentary by Tom Wright, 

former Bishop of Durham. 

Our journey of discovery might best be expressed in Christ’s words,  

‘Behold I make all things new.’ 

 

St Mary’s Discussion Group meets on the first Monday of each month.   

 

Brenda Brown 



7 

THE D’ABERNON BRASSES – AN UPDATE 

In his excellent article in the April newsletter, James Vickers drew attention to the 

extremely fine brasses located in the chancel and, in particular, to on the difference in 

style and design between the two of them. 

Indeed, historians continue to research the development of these artefacts and this has 

led to a need to reinterpret our understanding of them, particularly their dating and, 

therefore, the identity of the individuals who are represented. 

One of the main difficulties for us in dating the brasses stems from the fact that there 

were three successive lords of the manor called Sir John D’Abernon (father, son and 

grandson) known colloquially as Sir John I (died 1277), Sir John II (died 1327) and Sir 

John III (died between 1339 and 1350). Although the inscriptions surrounding the 

brasses confirm the identity of each man as Sir John D’Abernon, they are undated and 

do not assist in specifying which generation. 

The latest research indicates that, although brasses were made in provincial centres 

such as Lincoln and York, workshops based in London were predominant in making 

brasses for a widening market in the early fourteenth century. By comparing surviving 

brasses on design and stylistic grounds, it has been possible to group brasses together 

and ascribe a date range to them. 

The earlier D’Abernon brass is similar in character to others which are described as 

being in the Camoys style. These brasses are named after the earliest one in the group 

which can be securely dated which is the brass commemorating Margaret de Camoys 

(c1310) at Trotton in Sussex. The distinctive features of the face include the fact that the 

eyebrows are continuous with the bridge of the nose, there is a clear distinction 

between iris and pupil and the lower eyelid comprises two shorter, straighter lines. 

This brass has very similar features to two other military brasses, one to Sir Roger de 

Trumpington at Trumpington, near Cambridge and the other to Sir Robert de Bures at 

Acton in Suffolk. These have been dated to the late 1320s which would fit with the 

Stoke D’Abernon brass having been made in commemoration of Sir John D’Abernon II  
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who died in 1327 rather than Sir John D’Abernon I.  

Thus, although the earlier D’Abernon brass might have lost its claim to be the oldest 

surviving brass in the country, it is among the earliest and finest military brasses in 

England and is the only surviving brass showing the individual with both a sword and a 

lance. 

The later D’Abernon brass has similar features to that of Sir John de Creke at Westley 

Waterless, near Newmarket, and these have been identified with what is known as the 

Seymour group (named after a clerical brass of Lawrence 

Seymour at Higham Ferrers).  

 In each case, the figure is surmounted by an elaborate 

canopy arch and the armour is very similar (and indeed 

similar to that of the effigy of John of Eltham in 

Westminster Abbey which is no earlier than 1339). As in 

the Seymour brass, the body of the figure in the later 

D’Abernon brass curves gently, as the weight of the body is 

shifted to the right leg. 

The Seymour style is dated to c1340-c1345. This would fit 

with the later D’Abernon brass having been made in 

commemoration of Sir John D’Abernon III who was still 

alive in 1339 but dead by 1350. 

The fascinating aspect of history is that, although the facts 

themselves do not change, the interpretation of those 

facts continues to develop. This latest research on the 

brasses may not, therefore, be the last word on the matter, 

so there may well be much more for us to learn about 

these intriguing objects as new information emerges. 

 

Stephen Chater 

Trumpington St Mary and St Michael - 

Sir Roger de Trumpington brass c1326  
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Music at St Mary’s 
Sunday 1st May (Easter III) 

Choral Eucharist: 10am 

Mass: William Byrd - Mass in four voices  

Motet: William Byrd - Ave Verum  

 

Sunday 22 May  

Choral Evensong for Rogationtide: 6pm 

Opening Hymn: Rejoice, O land in God thy might (Wareham) 

Responses: William Smith 

Psalm 126 (Ivor Atkins) 

Canticles: Sumsion in A 

Anthem: O sing joyfully (Batten) 

Final hymn: For the fruits of his creation (East Acklam)  

Final responses: Naylor (Ferial) 

 

On Rogationtide parishioners would traditionally assemble to 'beat the bounds’. Beating 

the bounds is an annual tradition which dates back to medieval Britain, and is a way of 

marking the boundary lines of church parishes.  

At the time, most of the country was divided into parishes, with the clergy and church 

wardens responsible for the running and upkeep of these areas.  

Before maps were more commonplace, beating the bounds was a way of re-affirming 

the territories of each parish, as well as a way to pass the knowledge on from one 

generation to another.  

Rogation comes from the Latin verb rogare which means ‘to ask’ and so Rogation Sunday 

is a traditional time to ask for blessing on nature and on the fields, and animals. 

Thus the hymns in this Rogationtide service are on the theme of Creation.  The words of 

the opening hymn ‘Rejoice, O Land’ is by Robert Bridges, who was appointed Poet 

Laureate in 1913.  The tune ‘Wareham’, is by William Knapp, a Dorset organist known  
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as the Country Psalm Singer.  The words of the closing hymn "For the Fruits of his 

Creation", were written by Fred Pratt Green - one of the best-known of the contemporary 

school of hymnwriters.  It will be sung to East Acklam”, composed by Francis Jackson, 

Organist Emeritus of York Minster, who passed away earlier this year. 

Psalm 126 "When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion” expresses the themes of 

redemption and joy and gratitude to God, and was likely written upon the return of the 

Israelites from Babylon. 

It will be sung to a chant by Ivor Atkins, who was organist of Worcester Cathedral from 

1897 to 1948, and was a friend of Edward Elgar, with whom he worked on a number of 

editions and arrangements.  

The Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis are sung to the delightful setting in A by Herbert 

Sumsion, organist at Gloucester Cathedral until 1967, who was outstanding as a 

composer, organist and conductor.  The Three Choirs Festival alternated annually 

between Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester.  This photo was taken during the 1933 

Festival at Hereford, and shows (l to r): Ivor Atkins (Worcester Cathedral), Percy Hull 

(Hereford Cathedral) and Herbert Sumsion (Gloucester), while in front is Elgar, a resident 

of Worcester, and whose music was frequently performed at the Festivals.  

  The anthem 'O sing joyfully' is the Tudor composer William Batten's colourful setting of 

Psalm 81, which describes music-making on feast days - including singing and playing the 

old testament instruments the harp, lute, tabret 

(small drum) and the trumpet - some of these 

instruments are depicted in the 13th century mural in 

our chancel.  

 

The Final Responses were composed by Edward Naylor 

for the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge.  

Robert Woolley 
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Tribute to Sheila Arnoldi  

A number of parishioners gathered at St Mary’s to celebrate the life of Sheila Arnoldi at her funeral 

service.  Her son has kindly provided for us with a synopsis of his beautiful tribute to his mother for the 

whole parish to appreciate. 

Sheila Arnoldi was born in Leeds in 1930, the youngest of three, and she had devoted and 

dedicated parents in the legendary Fred and Rosalie.  

She went to school at Leeds High and of course excelled, particularly in the arts.  

Following schooling, Sheila got a job in a local leather factory and it was there she met my 

father and they were gloriously married in St John’s Church, Moor Allerton, Leeds in July 

1955.   

Bringing up three boys, Sheila even found time to take up part-time jobs working at the 

local hospital and serving the secretarial needs of a local Grammar School headmaster.  

Once all her sons had flown the nest, Sheila and Helmut moved to the leafy surroundings 

of Cobham and the creation of the family home ‘Corunna’ in Oxshott Way began and it 

was there that they could concentrate on the finer things in life. 

She joined several choirs as an alto, sang in St Mary’s church choir and took part in many 

concerts. She was also a church guide and of course worshipped at St Mary’s too. 

She fulfilled a promise to herself to study for her much-belated English degree, doing that 

through the Open University and passed of course with flying colours. 

Sheila was a proud member of the Stoke D’Abernon WI and they were able to see her 

recently. She was a member of the Arts Society, in the Friends of the Yehudi Menuhin 

School, U3A, in the Probus Club, the Wine Club, a friend of the Royal Academy and of the 

National Theatre, famously holding court there with friend Brenda for a glorious reception 

after the Sir Peter Hall Memorial service at Westminster Abbey. 

She was also enlisted on to the Committee of Cobham Care who helped drive those 

without transport to health appointments, becoming their Chairman. She also helped with 

‘Meals on wheels’.  
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There are so many adjectives that could describe my mother : Bright, kind, vivacious, 

vibrant, generous, intelligent, outgoing, funny, energetic and one that was kindly 

offered to me in a card recently .. ‘community-spirited’ …which I really liked.. she had a 

real enthusiasm for life and was often happiest, chatting or entertaining, with regular 

dinner parties being held in Oxshott Way, Helmut as co-host, myself as wine waiter and 

the cat Oliver primed to welcome the guests.  

There were memorable Wedding celebrations – Silver, Ruby, Golden, and Diamond 

Wedding parties plus other big parties as well. HM The Queen sent them Royal 

congratulations following their Diamond wedding. 

Sheila would devour the Times newspaper with a sherry. She loved tennis, cricket and 

latterly golf too. Sheila and Helmut went on bird holidays and wine tours and explored 

a good deal of Australia. She was so proud of her grandchildren Sarah and Owen and 

would be so keen to know how they were doing. As Owen says ‘she was always there 

for us whenever we needed anything.’ 

Many of you will also remember the fabulous birthday party that was held at St Mary’s 

to celebrate Sheila’s 90th birthday party. She was on such good form that day. 

Coming into this year, my mother was having difficulty sleeping. She slipped out of bed 

one night, and it led to her being taken to Epsom hospital for routine scans. When I got 

through to her early on Sunday morning by phone to the ward, her first remark was 

‘what a nuisance all these tests are .. I had been SO looking forward to being at church 

and meeting the Bishop of Guildford!’  

Everyone smiles with a little chuckle when Sheila’s name is mentioned. Her delightful 

smile and chuckle said it all. Even strangers who passed by her were stunned by her 

warmth. Once when over with the family in Australia, they ran into some friends. After 

the exchange, the daughter turned to her mother and said “wow, that lady sounds just 

like Enid Blyton !’ 

We are the poorer for the loss of Sheila but all the richer for having had the chance to 

have known her in our various ways.  
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Not quite ‘goodbye and good night’ .. more ‘Au Revoir and A Bientot’ … and the 

memory of that lovely bubbly voice on the end of the phone going ….‘Cobham 863 .. 

double five .. 0 ?’ 

I would like to say ‘take care and enjoy that well-earned rest Mum .. …. I say that, but 

she won’t be doing it … she’ll be with my father, my brother Paul and my wife Kym. 

She’ll have made new friends, she’ll be the life and soul of the party, she’ll be holding 

conversations with anyone and everyone and her laughter will be heard from at least a 

half a mile away .. ! 

The funeral held today is very much a heartfelt celebration of a life well lived by Sheila 

… we say farewell from ALL of us. 

Sheila leaves us .. but we send with her, all our warmest love and God’s blessings. 

Matthew Arnoldi 
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Cobham Area Foodbank update  

by Christina van Roest  

If you follow the news about the economic and financial issues one can only become 

stressed and frustrated especially if you are on a low income, benefits, struggling to find 

work and wondering how to put food on the table.  

Making ends meet is for many in our community a daily struggle. Thank you all for your 

contributions. With your financial and material food donations we are able to help those 

who are deprived of many essentials. By the end of the financial year we will have 

donated food to 2398 people in our catchment area.   

 

We were very lucky to receive some treats for Easter from Cadbury’s. Quite a few of these 

boxes (see picture) were donated via the Trussell Trust, who held a draw for foodbanks 

receiving these treats and we were one of the lucky winners this year. All families were 

treated to make it a special Easter for all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

An event that we had not organised for more than two years was a ‘Collection Day’ at 

Waitrose in Cobham. At the end of March we were present at the shopping and parking 

area with the Foodbank van and lots of crates making our stalls really obvious to shoppers 

coming for their weekend shop. We handed out a shopping list of the items we really 

needed to stock up in our warehouse and asked shoppers to buy one item if they were  
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inclined to help us. Shoppers would bring them out to us on their way back to the carpark 

and we sorted them into crates and the van was well loaded by 14.00.  

On the day we had filled 91 crates with a net weight of food items of about 745kg.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were very grateful for all the donations and the gratitude we received for running the 

foodbank in the first place. The shoppers were very generous and some had even bought 

all the items on the list: 12 different items. Fantastic!  

As the financial situation for many families looks very precarious and the cost of living on 

all fronts going up, the number of clients will increase significantly and more people will 

need our help.  Although there are many people in the world in greater need and in worse 

circumstances than in ‘leafy Surrey’, let’s not forget our neighbours in prayer and 

donations. You can find the current shopping list of most needed items on the pew sheets 

every Sunday.  

Many thanks to all.  

Christina 
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                    Christian Aid Week  

15th May—21st May 

(As in previous years the collection at the 10.00am service on  

15th May will be donated to Christian Aid) 

Jessica’s Story... 

 

 

              

 

 

   

 

 

 

Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love for her children as she stirs a single bowl of porridge for 

them… 

…But she knows they’re hungry for more.  This one bowl of porridge is all she and her 

family can eat today: ‘My children crave a decent meal, but I can’t provide.  We often go 

to bed on an empty stomach.  It pains me to sent them to bed hungry.’ 

For Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival. 

Like many women in rural Zimbabwe - 7 out of 10 rely on farming for income and food - 

she toils on her farm, but nothing can grow on her ashen, dry land. 

Jessica recalls, ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my crops just as they 

were about to bloom. It was so painful and disheartening.’ 

Jessica and her family were already severely affected by drought, but the situation has 

been exacerbated by the effects of conflict and the global pandemic.                                           
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Jessica has been robbed of the power to provide for her family. Her husband is unwell, so 

she is the only breadwinner. Her children look up to her, but she has nothing left to give. 

Once before, when things were desperate, Jessica asked her neighbours for food, but she 

came home with nothing. 

Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought, her love for her family gives her 

courage to stand strong - and Christian Aid stands with Jessica. 

As the golden sun fades across the sky, Jessica watches her much-loved sons and 

daughters sing, dance, and play outside. Can you imagine how it feels for her to know her 

children are hungry, but have nothing left to give? 

 

 

 

 

 

She finds a ray of hope that she will overcome this tough time - and be able to provide 

her children with good food, and a full life, free from hunger. 

This year Christian Aid Week is 15th – 21st May.  Could you give and help this loving 

mother provide food and hope for her family? 

How your gift could help 

• Jessica could grow drought-resistant crop, set up water taps on her farm, learn how 

to grow food in the harsh climate 

• Her dusty land could be transformed into a garden of hope, abundant with fresh 

food like tomatoes, beans and cucumbers 

• She’ll be proud of the fruits of her work, and she’ll see her children enjoy their first 

full meal in months 

• With your gifts this Christian Aid Week, families like Jessica’s won’t go to bed hungry 

tonight 

HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPEAR, HOPE LIVES IN YOU 
 

(Taken from the Christian Aid Website) 
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Parkside School  
Showcase concert  

at St Mary’s  
on Thursday 12th May at 1PM 

 
 
This concert will showcase ensemble and solo musicians among the pupils of Parkside 

School. This is the first concert by Parkside School at St Mary’s.  

Music at Parkside  (according to their website) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So let’s give them a rousing welcome with a goodly sized audience. There is no need to 

book but there will be a retiring collection in support of music at St Mary’s and Parkside.   

‘In addition to the national curriculum, all children enjoy the 

opportunity to learn an instrument; a term of violin, recorder, 

keyboard and ukulele, which not only gives them a practical 

understanding of playing an instrument, but allows them to enjoy 

performing as part of a group. From Pre Prep, boys are introduced to 

a practical approach of learning, based on the ethos of ‘Kodaly’. This 

is supported by numerous opportunities to experience different 

percussion instruments. 

There are regular performance opportunities over the year, including 

Open Mornings, formal and informal concerts, drama productions and 

assemblies. Performing on a regular basis, with different audiences, is 

the keystone to developing confidence and above all a sense of 

enjoyment to perform.  All children take part in the various 

performances, such as the termly musical productions, church 

services; with the highlight being our annual Carol Service in 

December. Music festivals, performing to local community groups and 

charity gigs are all part of the rich tapestry of music at Parkside, 

ensuring there are opportunities for all, regardless of their ability, 

passion or talents. Music scholarships are regularly awarded to boys 

at senior school level.’ 
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Lunchtime concerts at 

St Mary’s, Stoke D’Abernon 

1-2pm 

2022 

Thurs 12th May              Pupils from Parkside School  

Thurs 30th June                                   Duncan Honeybourne (piano) 

Wed 20th July (NB Wednesday not Thursday)    Adam Parrish jazz recital 

Thurs 29th September             Sophie Baylis (flute) and Oliver 

              Macfarlane (organ/piano) 

Thurs 27th October                Charles Andrews, Organist Temple   

                     Church, London 

Thurs 24th November          Yehudi Menuhin School TBC 

 

A retiring collection will be taken. 

There is no charge, and no need to book for our lunchtime concerts but there will be a retiring 

collection which funds the fees paid to the musicians and to support the cost of music at St 

Mary’s.  Thank you for your contribution. 

 

If you are a tax payer and are happy for us to claim Gift Aid please put your contribution in the 

blue envelopes on the pews and complete your details on the envelopes giving your name and 

home address before signing it.   

 

For more details of future events please contact St Mary’s Parish Office on 

01932 866005 or visit our website www.stmarystokedabernon.org.uk  
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Thursday mornings in term time from 10.30am - 12 noon.  

Our weekly playgroup, Mothers and Others is well attended and is a good 

opportunity for mums/ nannies/ carers  to chat whilst enjoying a cup of coffee and 

piece of cake whilst their little ones run around the hall with the toys.  

The Easter egg hunt was enjoyed by both children and carers on our last meeting of 

the term before the Easter break. Due to the cool conditions the children searched 

high and low in the small hall for their goodies!  

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful to see so many children at the Easter Sunday service.  The 

youngsters loved being given the opportunity to make their own, edible Easter 

Garden using green glacé icing spread over a plain biscuit with sprinkles on as grass, 

half a ‘jammie dodger‘ as the tomb and a Cadbury’s mini-

egg depicting the stone moved back from the entrance.  In 

the meantime the grown-ups listened to Father Gerard's 

sermon! 

After the service there was more fun when the children ran 

around the churchyard hunting for (more) Easter eggs.  We 

were thrilled that the weather was warm enough for everyone to stand chatting 

outside church whilst appreciating the fun that the children were having!  

Children’s  News 
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LOCAL JOB OPPORTUNITY –  

CARER/NURSE URGENTLY NEEDED 
 

A local family is looking for an experienced and responsible private carer/nurse 
for their daughter in her mid thirties.  There are shifts available at all times of 
the day and possibly night.   You will be joining a small existing team looking 
after the patient in a lovely sunny flat in Claygate. 

Role will involve personal care, managing seizures and complex medication 
including by injection. Training can be given. 

Contractual position with excellent rate of pay and holiday.    Immediate start. 
For more details please email joanm864@gmail.com with your CV and 
references.  

Parish Lunch 

The next Parish Lunch will be held on Monday 23rd  May @1.00pm to celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

ALL WELCOME 

Tickets £10.00 per head (in advance please) to include a two course lunch and a glass of 

prosecco.  To book your place please let Polly know as soon as possible as spaces are 

limited. 

 

GUESTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO WEAR RED, WHITE and BLUE 

  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

 This will take place in the hall on: Sunday 29th May at 11.30 after 

 the Parish Eucharist.  Please keep the date free and come along to 

 support your Church. 

mailto:joanm864@gmail.com
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If you feel in need of receiving personal spiritual support during the Vacancy please  

contact Polly or the Churchwardens in the first instance. They will endeavour to resource 

your needs. 

Newsletter edited by Sara Read 

Parish Notices 

We are very grateful to everyone who contributes articles towards St Mary’s Monthly 

Newsletter.  If you feel you have something of interest that you would like to share please 

get in touch with Sara Read at sread104@gmail.com. The closing date for contributions 

for the June edition is Tuesday 17th May 2022. 

Parish Registers  
BAPTISM:                        

Teddy and Harrison Miller—Sunday 24th April 

DEATHS:  

We offer our heart-felt condolences to the family and friends of the following: 

Paul Dunster—5th April 20 

Sheila Arnoldi—Wednesday 13th April 

May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory 

Drivers to enable regular members of our congregation to get to 

church services and social functions are urgently needed.  If you are 

able to volunteer please contact Polly in the Parish Office. 

 St Mary’s Church is open every Saturday, Sunday and Bank 

Holiday for guided tours from 2-4pm.  If you have family or 

friends visiting, or simply wish to renew your interest in our 

beautiful church why not attend a guided tour with 

knowledgeable parishioners! 


