St. Mary’s, Stoke D’Abernon
Seventh Sunday after Trinity

July 18th 2021

A Message from Godfrey
And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to
eat.”– Mark 6:31
Jesus sent the twelve apostles on a short-term mission trip to preach the word,
heal the sick, and cast out demons (Mark 6:7-13). After some unspecified time,
the disciples return to Jesus and report to him all they did and taught (Mark
6:30). The ministry of Jesus consisted of words and works. The apostles
continued Jesus’ ministry by proclaiming truth and performing miracles.
This is the ultimate basis of spiritual accountability. Each of us should regularly
check in with Jesus and report our words, works, and ways to him. Paul writes,
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil” (2 Corinthians 5:10). Live every day as one who will give account to Jesus
for what you say and do.
How did Jesus respond to the apostles’ report? Jesus said to them, “Come
away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest awhile” (Mark 6:31). This is a
wonderful picture of the concern, gentleness and wisdom of Jesus. After the
disciples told him all they did and taught, Jesus did not dismiss their efforts. He
did not use this as an opportunity to teach and train the disciples and Jesus did
not immediately give them their next tasks. Jesus was most concerned about
the toll their efforts had on them. So he bid them to get away from the crowd,
retreat to a quiet place and rest from their labours. That is why clergy are
encouraged to make an annual retreat, something that I am not very good at!
But Mark 6:31 is about more than taking holidays. Jesus called his disciples to
rest after they wore themselves out doing kingdom business. This verse is not a
call to take a break from your worldly pursuits. Paul exhorts us all: “Therefore,
my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain” (1 Corinthians
15:58). May the Lord fill our congregations with saints who are so busy for the
Lord that he bids us come apart and rest awhile.

Take note of one more thing. The apostles retreated from the crowd to a quiet
place with Jesus. I would recommend that you take a holiday whenever you
can but do not take a holiday from Jesus.
Thoughts and prayers
Godfrey
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Collect 18th July 2021
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Music for the 10am Service
Postlude
Eugène Gigout - Toccata in B minor
(1844-1925)
Gigout was a pupil of Saint-Saens, and was organist of the church of St Augustin in Paris for
a period of 62 years. His output as a composer was considerable, and he was also well
known as an expert improviser.
The 10 Pièces pour Orgue, published in 1890, include the Toccata in B minor, Gigout's bestknown piece. One of a genre that includes toccatas by the Parisian composers Widor,
Boellmann, Dubois and Vierne, Gigout’s Toccata begins softly and mysteriously, with filigree
semiquaver figurations for the manuals, joined by quietly held pedal notes, then gradually
builds to an exciting and powerful conclusion.
Other notable organ pieces by Gigout are Grand chœur dialogué (1881), and Marche
religieuse.
Gigout’s pupils included his nephew Léon Boëllmann, Andre Messager and Albert Roussel

Communion voluntary
John Ireland – Intrada (from Miniature suite)
(1879-1962)
John Ireland studied with Charles Villiers Stanford, and was a composer, teacher and
organist of St Luke’s Church, Chelsea. As a young man, he was strongly influenced by the
music of Debussy, Ravel, and the earlier works of Stravinsky and Bartok. From these
influences, he developed his own style of "English Impressionism", related more closely to
French and Russian models than to the folk-song style then prevailing in English music.
Ireland’s best-known works include the hymn “Love Unknown” and the choral motet
“Greater Love hath no Man”.
Ireland’s pupils include Richard Arnell, E.J.Moeran, and Benjamin Britten.
The Miniature Suite for organ was published in 1904, the movements being Intrada,
Vilanella, Menuetto-Impromptu. The Intrada is a mellow piece with rich, warm Edwardian
harmonies and extended, lyrical phrases.

We are delighted to announce the wedding between
Olivia Murray and Calum Gosney
On 17th July at St Mary’s,

We welcome into God’s family by Holy Baptism
Evelyn Hazel Buzza
At 11.30am on Sunday 18th July

Parish Notices
Sunday Services at St. Mary’s
With the easing of lockdown measures, we are delighted to have restarted
services of communal worship at St. Mary’s.
A single Said Communion service will be held on Sunday mornings starting at
10:00am. Communion will be in one kind and offered at the Chancel steps.
Limited organ accompaniment has now also resumed. Usually, this will be on
the first and third Sundays of each month. With the prospect of a further
easing of social distancing measures, we hope to be able to welcome our
choristers back soon.
The pattern of services will be reviewed in line with Government regulations
and Diocesan guidance. Meanwhile, social distancing and other virus
transmission preventative measures will continue to be observed. The
maximum number of worshippers admitted into church remains in the order
of 35-40 but is dependent on size and numbers of family groupings. Duty
Wardens and Sidesmen will be on hand to assist with seating arrangements.
In support of the Government’s Test and Trace programme, worshippers are
required to pre -register their attendance and give a contact telephone
number to a Duty Warden on arrival. Service attendance records will be
retained for 21 days and then be destroyed.
In order to assist us in observing social distancing guidelines and avoid the
potential disappointment of being refused entry we ask all worshippers who
wish to attend on successive Sundays to notify the Parish office each week,
either by telephone on 01932 866005 or by email at:
admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk

Opening Hours for Private Prayer
St. Mary’s will remain open until 2pm on Sundays for private prayer.

Hall Opening
We are again taking provisional hall bookings for events, consistent with
Government guidelines. Please contact Polly with your enquiries about hall
availability for private or group functions
admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk or Tel. 01932 866005

Parish Communications
The weekly Parish leaflet will continue and be issued on regular email
distribution to those on the electoral role and others who have specifically
requested it. Similarly, the St Mary’s website will be updated as appropriate to
advise of any changes to services or other significant news.
The St Mary’s Chat WhatsApp Group will continue to allow people to share
their prayers and thoughts and for Godfrey to post his personal messages.

A service to celebrate the life of

Evelyn Trevena
will take place at

St Mary’s Church
on
Tuesday 20th July
at 3pm
and afterwards in the Church Hall for
refreshments.
The family would love any of her
friends from St Mary’s to join them.

Please let Polly know if you plan to
attend.

We need help!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Readers
Intercessors
Chalice Assistants
Coffee makers after the service (when we are
allowed)
Coffee makers for Mothers and Others
People to help run Mothers and Others
Church Guides for the odd Saturday afternoon
Duty Wardens
People to assist with Parish Lunches – not just
cooking but setting up rooms and helping clear
away
An Eco Champion
St Mary’s cannot survive unless we have more
volunteers. No job is onerous and can be fitted around
other commitments. The more help we get the less
everyone has to pitch in.
For more information please contact either Sue on
07710 205395 or Ian on 07543 057840. If you feel you
can put your name down for something please let Polly
know.

Lunchtime concerts
• Thursday 30th September – Callum Alger organ recital
• Thursday 28th October – Giacomo Susani guitar recital
• Thursday 25th November – Concert by pupils of Yehudi
Menuhin School
• Thursday 27th January 2022 – Peter Cigleris – Clarinet
and piano recital
Farewell to Godfrey and Helen
For those of you who have not attended Church recently,
Godfrey announced his retirement a couple of weeks
ago. He is leaving us after 8 fruitful years at St Mary’s
and he and Helen are moving to the South Coast.
On Sunday 19th September we will be saying goodbye to
Godfrey and Helen as it will be their last Sunday in the
Parish.
Please keep the date free as we are planning a farewell
lunch at St Mary’s. More details to follow.
Parish Lunches
Tuesday 12th October – Parish Harvest lunch

St Mary’s Church will be open on Saturday afternoons
only from 2 – 4pm for visitors from 3rd July until the
end of October.
It is fantastic that we have some new Church Guides.
This has enabled us to open the Church on Saturdays,
and we have been able to replace those parishioners
that are no longer able to volunteer.

If anyone else is interested in learning more about our
Church, and can spare a few hours each month please
get in touch. That way we can open on Sundays as
well.

Here is the list of items most needed for our
Foodbank. Please can you help local families in need
by buying an item and putting it in one of our donation
bins, listed below? Thank you very much for your help.
Please do not donate out-of-date goods as they can
not be used.
URGENTLY NEEDED ITEMS 27TH JUNE 2021 - TO DATE
•
•
•
•
•
•

SUGAR (500G)
UHT FRUIT JUICE (1L)
UHT SEMI SKIMMED MILK (1L)
SPONGE PUDDINGS
TINNED TOMATOES
SWEET BISCUITS AND SNACKS

