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A Message from Godfrey 

As we have moved through the Easter season we have seen how the post 

Resurrection church moved away from the immediate followers of Jesus and 

eventually became the church that we know today. There are many scholars 

who contend that Ethiopia became the first Christian nation and that influence 

is very real in Ethiopia today.  

According to traditional sources, paganism as well as Judaism was practiced 

side by side in Ethiopia and that openness to all beliefs was probably one of 

the reasons why Islam became so readily accepted at a later stage long after 

the introduction of Christianity. Both were the result of contact with Middle 

Eastern countries through commercial and other channels. Earlier in Acts we 

hear that Philip proclaimed the gospel in Samaria and that many people 

believed and were baptized. After that Peter and John came to Samaria and 

prayed for the people to receive the Holy Spirit and when their ministry in 

Samaria was finished, Peter and John went back to Jerusalem. 

Apparently, Philip stayed to minister to the new converts in Samaria. Then in 

today’s reading from Acts we hear how God called Philip to another great task. 

An angel of the Lord directed Philip to travel south on the road from Jerusalem 

to Gaza. Of course Philip first had to go from Samaria to Jerusalem then on to 

Gaza. Luke notes that the road from Jerusalem to Gaza was a desert road but 

even so the evangelist Philip was quick to respond to God's call. After all, 

desert experiences are quite challenging, as Jesus himself could have recalled 

to his Disciples. 

While he was traveling on the road to Gaza he came across an Ethiopian 

eunuch who had been to Jerusalem to worship. He was returning to his home 

and had a long journey ahead of him. The Ethiopian was sitting in his chariot 

and reading the prophet Isaiah, as one does! 

Fifth Sunday of Easter   Acts 8v 26-40 



 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." Philip then ran to 

the chariot. As he ran up Philip heard the Ethiopian reading and asked him, 

 "Do you understand what you are reading?" The Ethiopian answered, "Well, 

how could I, unless someone guides me?" Then the Ethiopian invited Philip to 

sit with him. 

The encounter with the Ethiopian gave Phillip an opportunity to witness. Philip 

seized the opportunity. The Ethiopian was reading the section from Isaiah 

Isaiah 53:7-8 concerning the suffering servant. He wondered if the prophet was 

speaking about himself or someone else. The passage was a prophecy about 

Jesus. So this was Philip's opportunity to preach about Jesus to him. 

While recording this story Luke indicates what, from his perspective, one has 

to do to become a Christian. 

When they came to some water, the Ethiopian asked, "What prevents me from 

being baptized?" "And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” 

And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” The 

eunuch stopped the chariot and Philip baptized him in the water. Through his 

faith in Christ the Ethiopian became a Christian. 

Philip, the evangelist, had just come from Samaria where the Spirit was 

mightily outpoured. No doubt he expected the Spirit to manifest his presence 

in this situation as well. He was not disappointed. We, too, can expect the 

Spirit to be powerfully present when we proclaim Christ as individuals and as a 

congregation. 

When Philip and the Ethiopian came up out of the water, "The Spirit of the 

Lord snatched Philip away." The Ethiopian did not see him anymore. Philip 

found himself at Azotus, which was twenty miles north of Gaza. Quite how he 

got there, we are not told! 



From Azotus Philip travelled north to Caesarea. As he travelled he kept 

preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea. We find him in 

Caesarea twenty years later. He is known by Luke (Acts 21:8) as "Philip the 

evangelist” .The Ethiopian went away from the experience "rejoicing." Luke 

does not say anything about receiving the Spirit but joy is a part of the work 

that the Spirit performs. When the disciples (Acts 13:52) saw spiritual results 

they often had an accompanying joy. It is Paul, however, who writes about joy 

as a fruit of the Spirit. 

The ministry of Philip brought about the expansion of the church. Jesus said 

that empowered disciples would be witnesses in Samaria and to the uttermost 

part of the globe. Philip ministered in Samaria and to the Ethiopian who, in 

turn, no doubt witnessed at home in Ethiopia. The Ethiopian eunuch was a 

Gentile secular official from a foreign land who took Jesus home with him. He 

was an African and a high government official. This was new ground for the 

Church and his conversion was the beginning of missionary outreach in the 

continent of Africa, where the Church is growing faster than in any other 

continent. 

Rejoicing and joy. These were the reactions of the early church to new 

members and the influence of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

We Anglicans sometimes find rejoicing and joy difficult. Someone once said to 

me that,  

“The trouble with you Anglicans is that when you go to church you look as 

though you are going to the dentist and when you come out, you look as 

though you have just been!” Perhaps it is not Anglican to show our emotions. I 

think we find it difficult to laugh in church or perhaps, as a well- known Irish 

comedian would say, “It’s the way we tell them!” Perhaps we should think 

more about rejoicing and joy. 



The early Church rejoiced and was joyful. As I walk around Cobham and Stoke 

d’Abernon I find a mixture of rejoicing and joy combined with pre- occupation 

with the cares of the world and a complete distraction and trepidation about 

the future. We see the joy of the Ethiopian as his eyes were opened to the joys 

of another culture and religion as was experienced by my former pupils. 

Perhaps we need to think about that as well. 

On Thursday we have the chance to decide who will give our society the 

opportunity to rejoice and be joyful. I wonder if that will happen or will we be 

left in the same situation that existed in the days of the early Church where 

there was political tension and disease. 

But will we respond to the challenge as the Early Church did and give those 

with whom, we as Christians come into contact, the help and support that they 

need as their situation becomes sometimes more difficult.  

In order to do this we need to have a base from  which to deliver the type of 

care and support we as Christians here in Stoke D’Abernon may well be called 

upon to provide as we move further out into the community. Yes, I am talking 

about my letter to you appealing for support for our Gift Day on the 24th May, 

the feast of Pentecost. My prayer is that like the Ethiopian eunuch our eyes 

and hearts will be opened by the challenge of the revelation of God as he 

experienced as he spoke with Philip and that we will respond with all the 

generosity we can manage. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Bible References 2nd – 8th May 2021  
 

Hyperlinks to Guildford Cathedral Services : 
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/worship/services 
 
St Mary’s, Thorpe website : 
https://www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk/ 
 
 

 

Year B Psalm First reading Second reading 

Fifth Sunday of 
Easter  
May 2nd 
    

 
Psalm 22 : 25 - 
end 

 
Acts 8 : 26 - end 

 
John 15 : 1-8 

Monday   
May 3rd     

 
Psalm 118 : 1-3, 
14 - 15 

 
Acts 14 : 5 - 18 

 
John 14 : 21 - 26 

Tuesday  
May 4

th
    

 
Psalm 145 : 10 - 
end 

 
Acts 14 : 19 - end 

 
John 14 : 27 - end 

Wednesday   
May 5

th
      

 
 

 
Psalm 122 : 1-5 

 
Acts 15 :  1-6 

 
John 15 : 1-8 

Thursday  
May 6

th
   

 

 

 
Psalm 89 : 96 : 
1-3, 7-10 

 
Acts 15 : 7 - 21 

 
John 15 : 9 - 11 

Friday 
May 7

th
   

 
Psalm 57 : 8 - 
end 

 
Acts 15 : 22 - 31 

 
John 15 : 12 - 17 

Saturday 
May  8th   

 
Psalm 100 
 

 
Acts 16 : 1-10 

 
John 15 : 18 - 21 

https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/worship/services
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/worship/services
https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/worship/services
https://www.stmaryschurchthorpe.co.uk/


Collect 2nd May  2021 

Almighty God, who through your only–
begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life: grant that, as 
by your grace going before us you put 
into our minds good desires, so by 
your continual help we may bring them 
to good effect; through Jesus Christ 
our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 



Music for Sunday 2nd May 

The organ of St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle 

Today’s music features some of the music chosen by His Royal Highness, Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh for his funeral service earlier this month.  
 
The hymn-prelude Rhosymedre by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) will be 
played before the service. One of a set of three preludes founded on Welsh 
hymn tunes, it is based on the hymn tune 'Lovely', written by John 
Edwards(1805-1885) for Charles Wesley’s hymn Author of life divine, and 
named after the village near Wrexham where Edwards was Vicar.  Vaughan 
Williams’ setting is in a characteristically pastoral style, with the melody first in 
an inner voice and then more prominently in the top part. It was played at the 
Funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales and at the weddings of her two sons: 
Prince William and Prince Harry,   and has also been played at previous royal 
funeral services. 
 
The communion voluntary is JS Bach's chorale prelude on the Lutheran hymn: 
Schmucke Dich, o liebe Seele BWV 564, (Deck thy soul with gladness), and was 
intended to  be played during the administration of Holy Communion.  The 
prelude adorns the melody with ornamentation as the title suggests, and has a 
mood of calm joy. 
 
The postlude is the Prelude in C minor BWV 546 by JS Bach - this is one of his 
most profound expressions, the opening section with massive sonorous chords 
contrasting with more transparent three-part writing in flowing triplets.  



Parish Notices 

Sunday Services at St. Mary’s  

We are delighted to announce the resumption of services of communal 

worship at St. Mary’s . Services will take a similar form to those practiced 

before the latest lockdown. 

A single Said Communion service will be held on Sunday mornings starting at 

10:00am. Communion will be in one kind and offered at the Chancel steps. 

Initially, the services will be without musical accompaniment or hymn singing. 

This situation will be reviewed in line with Government regulations and 

Diocesan guidance. Strict social distancing measures will continue to be 

observed. The maximum number of worshippers admitted will depend on 

family groupings but is expected to be of the order of 35-40. Duty Wardens 

and Sidesmen will be on hand to assist with seating arrangements. 

In support of the Government’s Test and Trace programme, worshippers will 

again be required to pre -register their attendance and give a contact 

telephone number to a Duty Warden on arrival. Service attendance records 

will be retained for 21 days and then be destroyed.  

In order to assist us in observing social distancing guidelines and avoid the 

potential disappointment of being refused entry we ask all worshippers who 

wish to attend on successive Sundays to notify the Parish office each week, 

either by telephone on 01932 866005 or by email at: 

admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk 

 

Revision to opening Hours for Private Prayer  

With the re start of communal worship, St. Mary’s will remain open until 2pm 

on Sundays for private prayer. The church will no longer be opened on 

Thursdays.. 



Hall Opening  

We are again taking provisional hall bookings for events, consistent with 

Government guidelines, from 17th May. Please contact Polly with your 

enquiries about hall availability for private or group functions 

admin@stmarysstokedabernon.org.uk or Tel. 01932 866005 

 

Parish Communications 

The weekly Parish leaflet will continue and be issued on regular email 

distribution to those on the electoral role and others who have specifically 

requested it. Similarly, the St Mary’s website will be updated as appropriate to 

advise of any changes to services or other significant news. 

The St Mary’s Chat WhatsApp Group will continue to allow people to share 

their prayers and thoughts and for Godfrey to post his personal messages.  

 

 
Mothers and Others Playgroup needs volunteers! 
 

Before Covid, we ran a happy, successful 
playgroup in the church hall every 
Thursday morning for mothers and others 
with their children aged 0-4. We are now 
able to restart and would love some 

volunteers to help run it... could you spare a morning once a month to help 
out?  
 
You would need to set up the toys in the hall from the cupboard, make and 
serve tea and coffee, and tidy up afterwards. We used to get about a dozen 
mums who would bring 1/2 children and the children would play together in a 
happy, safe space. It provided a community space for mums to meet up and 
chat and get to know each other.  
 
If you think you would like to help or would like more information, please 
contact Polly in the Parish Office. Thank you! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
                
 
Chair Yoga will continue on zoom  
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-
trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR 
(If you cut and paste this into your brouser it will automatically 
link you) 
  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. 
 
Meeting ID; 858 5729 6019       Passcode: 35 44 47 
 
 
   

If you are struggling with 
loneliness and need someone to 
talk to, or would like help with 
groceries or anything else, please 
don’t hesitate to call Polly in the 
Parish Office on 01932 866005 in 
the first instance.  
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckcO-trzIjEtGrmiE7_-BsHlGkmVpnJCXR


 
Here is the list of items most needed for our Foodbank.  
Please can you help us by buying an item and putting it 
in one of our collecting bins? Thank you for your help. 
URGENTLY NEEDED ITEMS  
 
 

• Tinned custard   
• UHT Fruit juice 
• Chocolate spread   
• Tinned fruit 
• Fruit squash 
• Tomato ketchup 
   
 

 
  
  
 


